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4 September 2022, 11h00

Welcome, we are so happy you are here!

ACP is a Christian community of all socio-economic backgrounds, ethnicities, races,

nationalities, gender identities, and sexual orientations.

Creation Care is important to us, so please take or recycle your bulletin after the service.

Corporate words are in bold. You are invited to rise when you see this symbol

We Gather

Prelude   Variations on “Nothing shall separate me from God” G. Boehm

Festive Fanfare and Processional Fred Gramann

Fred Gramann, organ

Welcome, Greeting Paul Rock

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Call to Worship  (from Luke 13) Elizabeth Murray

Friends, in this international church, on this rentrée homecoming,

we’re reminded of Jesus’s words when he said:

People will come from east and west, north and south,

and take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God.

And those who are first shall be last,

and those who are last shall be first.

Beloved, let’s worship together!

Hymn                              Christ Be With Us tune: HYFRYDOL

Text © 1998 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

Christ be with us, Christ behind us,

Christ before us — all around!

Christ in busy, noisy cities,

Christ where hardly rings a sound.

Jesus, you're our Lord and Savior;

On your love we can depend.

Help us see your presence clearly

In each stranger and each friend.



Christ in lines of people fleeing,

Praying that a war will cease;

Christ in battered women's shelters,

Looking for a place of peace.

Christ with people sick or dying,

Loved ones trying hard to cope

In this world of so much suffering,

Christ, you give your people hope.

Christ with all who keep on struggling,

Helping others to be free;

Christ with churches working, searching

For a greater unity;

Christ, in bread and wine, be with us,

Giving strength for each new day

In this world of daily crosses,

Be our joyful, living Way.

Prayer of Common Confession

God of compassion, some days we are tormented by our

faults. Our worst choices and actions taunt us. We silently

critique ourselves and bar others from entering the parts of

our lives that most need companionship. Grant us, we pray,

a shared self-compassion that releases us from the fear of

truly being seen. (time of silent prayer)

Words of Assurance

Friends, God knows you and sees you and fully loves and forgives.

So as Christ’s beloved, let us operate no longer out of guilt or fear,

but from a deep sense of belonging and love. May it be so.

-adapted from @blackliturgies

Gloria Patri, No. 579

Children’s Blessing Elizabeth Murray

Children may come forward for a pastoral blessing and then go back to their seats.

Passing of the Peace

Music O Love That Casts Out Fear H. Alexander Matthews

Jennifer Young, soloist



Sermon Series: What Did I Sign Up For?!

Sermon The Best Way to Get a Lot Out of Church Paul Rock

II Corinthians 9:6-11 (page 942 in the pew Bibles)

We Respond and Are Sent into the World

The Sacrament of Holy Communion Dan Michalek

The Invitation

Words of Institution - Prayer of Consecration

Sharing of the Bread and the Cup

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Call for Offering

Offertory Solo O Salutaris Hostia Charles Gounod

O saving sacrifice, opening wide the gate of Heaven to us below;

Our foes press hard on every side; thine aid supply; thy strength bestow.

To thy great name be endless praise, immortal Godhead, One in Three.

Oh, grant unending length of days, in our true native land with thee. Amen.

(A hymn for communion by St. Thomas Aquinas)

Jennifer Young, soloist

Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow

In heav’n above and earth below!

One God, three persons, we adore;

To God be praise forevermore!

Prayer of Dedication

Hymn No. 505     Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread tune: ST. FLAVIAN

Benediction

Congregational Amen, No. 586

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=II+Corinthians+9%3A6-11&version=NRSVUE


The rentrée is here, welcome newcomers and welcome back ACP family! Check out
acparis.org and the QR code below for all the information on ACP happenings, such as
the docent tour of the Sanctuary after this service, prayers with our lay care team
after the services in the chapel each Sunday, Youth Group begins today (12h30),
Tuesday Morning Women's Bible Study (10h-12h) and Young Adult meetings
(19h30) resume on Tuesday, a special concert for Music Director Fred Gramann next
Saturday, a Women’s Fellowship gathering next Sunday, a
membership inquiry class on Sunday 18 September, and so
much more.

For a list of all announcements and upcoming events, please
view at acparis.org/announcements (scan the QR code here) or
on ACP’s mobile app, available at acparis.org/get-the-app.
For more information on all the offerings for children, youth,
adults, and mission and service opportunities, see acparis.org.

Contact us:

Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. Paul Rock paulrock@acparis.org
Associate Pastor for Youth The Rev. Elizabeth Murray youthpastor@acparis.org
and Young Adults
Children’s Ministry Director The Rev. Allison Wheeler childrensworship@acparis.org
Interim Children’s Min. Dir. Mala Moktar childrensworship@acparis.org
Visiting Pastor The Rev. Dan Michalek visitingpastor@acparis.org
Director of Music Fred Gramann music@acparis.org
Contemporary Music Dir. Natalie McConnell cmusic@acparis.org
Youth/Children Music Dir. Sara Barton ymusic@acparis.org
Executive Secretary Heather Walter secretary@acparis.org
Director of Operations Jörg Kaldewey admin@acparis.org
Communications Coordinator John Newman connections@acparis.org

www.acparis.org Facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis

The Ministry of the American Church depends on you

The American Church in Paris depends on the generosity of members and alumni in Paris
and worldwide who continue to be touched by its ministries. Please give at
acparis.org/donate (QR code below), email acctg@acparis.org, or visit
acparis.org/support-us for more information on being a part of ACP’s ministry through
regular stewardship or planned giving. You can also speak with a pastor after today’s
service. Gifts by those subject to French income tax receive a 66%
reduction in their tax due (up to 20% of taxable income). The after-tax cost
of your support is therefore only €34 for a €100 gift. This applies to gifts
made online, by check or by bank transfer in EUR to The American Church
in Paris. For those who may prefer the charitable deduction from taxable
income in the US, checks in US dollars should be made out to The
American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) and marked “ACP
Stewardship”.
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